Darrell T. “Rusty” Russell
Professional Experience
National Insurance Crime Bureau






2009-2024
Director of Operations-Vehicles 






2018-2024
· Supervise and facilitate vehicle-theft related issues and activities

· Monitor and support major vehicle investigations

· Develop and support the Advanced Vehicle Training Programs

· Manage License Plate Reader (LPR) Program; direct supervision of LPR vendors, development of LPR initiatives, billing, operational compliance with program objectives

· Review and approve Special Operations Proposals and Plans

· Direct supervision and management of Operations Support Analyst-License Plate Reader, Investigative Assistance Group, and Manufacturers Information Group
· Provide information and recommendations for the improvement and enhancement of vehicle programs
· Development and direction of operational policies and procedures 
· Support Partner Engagement & Member Services as Subject Matter Expert for vehicle programs
· Serve as liaison to Original Equipment Manufacturers (Vehicle, Farm, Construction, and Vessel)
· Serve as liaison to National Automobile Service Task Force, Equipment & Tool Institute, American Association of Motor Vehicle Administrators, Auto-Information Sharing & Analysis Center, Automotive Anti-Counterfeiting Council, and other organizations
· Cultivate and maintain business relationships across multiple stakeholders
Special Agent









2011-2018
· Request/review claim files to make independent determination whether there is evidence of fraud or criminal activity

· Coordinate multi-carrier, multi-claim investigations with law enforcement and member companies

· Hosts meetings with member companies and law enforcement to provide training and information on the latest trends in insurance related crime and fraud

· Maintain membership in appropriate professional organizations and may assume a leadership position in such organizations which further NICB’s mission

· Act as a consultant to member companies in the assigned geographic area on identifying insurance related crime and fraud

· Identify potential new member companies 

· Become a recognized functional expert in identifying insurance related crime and fraud 
Director of Vehicle Investigations






2009-2011
(See Director of Operations-Vehicles above)

Saint Lucie County Sheriff’s Office





1987-2009

Detective









1996-2009
· Perform preliminary and supplementary investigative work in the solution of crimes, primarily in plain clothes under minimum supervision with the ability to apply modern investigative techniques, sound judgment, and independent initiative.

· Identify, apprehend, and prosecute people suspected of committing criminal acts. 

· Conduct interviews of victims, complainants, witnesses, and suspects.

· Prepare and complete detailed written reports in chronological order of investigative activities.

· Research, author, prepare and present affidavits, search warrants, arrest warrants, writs, motions, and orders, and execute those same documents as applicable.  Maintain proficiency and knowledge of federal, state, and local laws and ordinances.  

Specialized Patrol Unit







1991-1996

· Permanently assigned to agricultural sectors/rural areas as part of specialized patrol unit.
Deputy Sheriff-Patrol








1987-1991
· Perform law enforcement patrols, traffic enforcement, civil process service, and public safety functions.
Saint Lucie County Public Works






1985-1987
Dump truck driver

· Operate a variety of commercial vehicles, heavy equipment, and perform assigned tasks.
United States Army








1983-1985

Specialist E-4, Motor Transport Operator 

· Assigned to 9th Infantry Division, Division Support Command Headquarters.
Education
Bachelor of Arts in Criminal & Social Justice, Ashford University
2009
Associates of Arts, General Education, Indian River State College
2004
Professional Certifications/Advanced Training

Criminal Justice Instructor Certification – Indian River Community College

Fire and Arson Investigations Certification – Indian River Community College

Wildland Fire Cause & Origin Certification - Florida Division of Forestry 

Level I Auto Theft Investigator Certification – IAATI

Level II Auto Theft Investigator Certification – IAATI 

OSHA Level I Certification – Emergency Management Institute

OSHA Level II Certification – Emergency Management Institute

Radiological Monitoring Certification – Saint Lucie County Emergency Management

NCIC/FCIC Limited Access Certification – FDLE/Illinois State Police

Field Training Officer Certification – Indian River Community College

Basic Motor Vehicle Theft Course – Southeast Safety Institute

Motor Vehicle Identification and Auto Theft Symposium - Metropolitan Police Institute

LoJack Stolen Vehicle Recovery Operations - LoJack

Bait Vehicle Installation & Operation Training - HGI Wireless

Specialized Auto Theft Training - Texas Department of Public Safety

Construction Equipment, Tractor-Truck, & Vehicle Identification Course – FBI Quantico

Advanced Commercial Vehicle Criminal Interdiction & Terrorist Training – Desert Snow

Cargo Theft Investigations Training Seminar - Miami-Dade Police Department

National Cargo Security Summit –Florida Commercial Vehicle Cargo Theft Taskforce

Line Supervision Training – Indian River Community College

Interview & Interrogation Techniques - Wicklander-Zulawski

Regional Heavy Equipment Summit - FBI-LEEDA

Heavy Equipment Training – Caterpillar Corporate Security

Accredited Claims Adjuster Training – Florida Division of Insurance

Licensed State Claims Adjuster – Florida Division of Insurance

School Resource Officer Basic Certification – Indian River Community College

Sex Crimes Investigator – Indian River Community College

Anatomy of a Youth Gang – Florida Attorney General’s Office

School Resource Officer Practitioner – Florida Attorney General’s Office

Spanish for Law Enforcement – Indian River Community College

Disaster Animal Response Team Certification – Florida Emergency Management 

Basic Environmental Crime Investigation - Florida Fish & Wildlife Commission

Environmental Crime Investigator Course- Environmental Enforcement Network

Hazardous Materials & Confined Space Rescue – Safety Systems Emergency Training

Vehicle Fire Investigations – Saint Lucie County Fire District

Basic Incident Command System - Emergency Management Institute

Incident Command System - National Wildfire Coordinating Group

Interviews & Interrogations – Indian River County Sheriff’s Office

Equine Investigations Academy Level I – Code 3/University of Missouri

Equine Investigations Academy Level II – Code 3/University of Missouri

National Cruelty Investigations School Level II – Code 3/University of Missouri 

Chemical Capture Certification – Polk County Sheriff’s Office

Animals in Disaster Level I – Emergency Management Institute

Animals in Disaster Level II – Emergency Management Institute

Associations-Board Positions
International Association of Auto Theft Investigators



1998-Present

· 2nd Vice-President





2023-Present

· Heavy Equipment Committee Chair 



2015-2020

· Heavy Equipment Committee Member



2010/2011

· Heavy Equipment Committee Member



1999/2000

International Association of Marine Investigators



2008-Present 

· President






2018-2020
· 1st Vice President 





2015-2016
· 2nd Vice President 





2014-2015
· Director






2011-2014
Southeast Chapter of IAATI






2000-Present

· President






2015-2016

· 1st Vice President





2014-2015

· 2nd Vice President





2013-2014

· 3rd Vice President





2012-2013

· Director






2011-2012

Greenville County (SC) Sheriff’s Office Citizens Advisory Board

2017-2018

· Chairman of the Board
Florida Auto Theft Investigations Unit





2001-2009

· Director






2006-2009
Florida Agricultural Crimes Intelligence Unit




1992-2006
· President (2nd term)





2004-2005

· Vice President (2nd term)




2003-2004

· President






1998-1999
· Vice President






1997-1998
· Secretary






1996-1997
Professional Affiliations/Memberships
Florida Governor’s Automobile Lender’s Task Force



2006-2008

· Board Member & Subject Matter Expert
International Association of Computer Voice Stress Analysis Examiners

2001-2005

Multi-Agency Motor Vehicle Investigative Network



2001-2003

· Grant Director


Southern States Livestock and Rural Enforcement Association


1992-2002

International Cargo Security Council





1998-2002

Contributed Publications

International Association of Special Investigations Units 



March 2020


“Heavy Equipment Investigations” appeared in SIU Today

Equipment World Magazine






March 2005


“Hot Iron: Heavy Equipment Theft”

Florida Citrus Mutual







December 2004

“Citrus Crime Computer” A Handbook for Patrol Officers

Florida Cattlemen’s Magazine






March 2003 

 
“The History of Florida Agricultural Crimes Intelligence Unit”

Awards/Recognitions

Insurance Investigator of the Year – IAATI




2016

Multi-Jurisdictional Investigative Excellence Award – IASIU


2015

Investigator of the Year – North Carolina Insurance Crime Exchange

2013

IAATI Award of Merit – International Assoc. of Auto Theft Investigators

2011

Award of Merit – SEIAATI






2011

Above & Beyond Call of Duty – National Insurance Crime Bureau

2011

Karen Reyes Award – Florida Auto Theft Intelligence Unit


2010
LoJack Award – SEIAATI






2009

Gordon Schaeffer Award – Florida Auto Theft Intelligence Unit


2009

Cargo Theft Recovery Award – Florida Trucking Association


2006

Commendation Award – Saint Lucie County Sheriff’s Office


2006

Award of Merit – SEIAATI






2005

Detective of Quarter – Saint Lucie County Sheriff’s Office


2003

Commendation Award – Saint Lucie County Sheriff’s Office


1999

Life Saving Award – Saint Lucie County Sheriff’s Office



1994

Notable Accomplishments 

Electronic Vehicle Data Initiative

Developed Electronic Vehicle Data Initiative (EVDI) designed to acquisition electronic data from vehicles for forensic purposes. This initiative began with a pilot program to test efficacy of Berla iVe system and expanded from one certified examiner to a national program with twenty (20) examiners. The initiative also involved the implementation of Bosch’s Crash Data Retrieval (CDR) tool to acquisition electronic data from vehicles following an event. The initiative encompasses 24 agents certified to conduct acquisitions. Update and expand capabilities to acquisition tire pressure monitoring systems (TPMS) data, vehicle identification numbers (VIN) stored within various electronic control modules contained within the vehicle, and electronic data from key fobs. 

Greenville County Sheriff’s Office Citizens Advisory Board

Developed a citizen advisory board (to include authoring bylaws) to advise the Greenville County Sheriff’s Office regarding matters and/or issues affecting the safety of Greenville County’s citizens.  The Board provided guidance and suggestions to the Sheriff on such matters as budget, staffing, crime prevention, and community engagement.
FBI Law Enforcement Online/Law Enforcement Enterprise Portal

Designed and implemented Special Interest Group on the Federal Bureau of Investigations (FBI) website (formerly known as Law Enforcement Online) Law Enforcement Enterprise Portal.  Designed site layout, created protocols for membership registration, and created portal for dissemination of alerts and bulletins. Served as site Moderator handling administrative duties.  

Operation S.C.A.T.T. (Stop Cargo and Truck Theft)

Managed proactive Cargo Theft Program using semi-tractors and trailers equipped with Global Positioning Satellite tracking technology and video surveillance systems. Local initiative became part of larger statewide effort and led to coordinated effort/assignment to Statewide Cargo Theft Taskforce which allowed for sharing of assets.

Private Property/Abandoned Vehicle Towing Legislation

Authored county ordinance legislation dealing with private property/abandoned vehicle towing. Ordinance outlined rules governing such towing, provided maximum penalties and fines associated with such towing, and provided penalties for violations of ordinance. 

Operation H.E.A.T. (Help Eliminate Car Theft)

Researched, designed, implemented, and managed Agency’s first “bait car” program; to include drafting of Policy and Procedures for Saint Lucie County Sheriff’s Office. Bait program targeted career criminals. The program was so successful it was later expanded from automobiles to include All Terrain Vehicles, utility trailers, and boats.  

Notable Accomplishments (continued from previous page)

Motor Vehicle Theft Prevention Authority Grant 

Authored grant application and was awarded vehicle theft prevention grant. Developed a pro-active program that aggressively targeted individuals responsible for auto thefts by establishing a fourteen multi-county, multi-agency Taskforce that allowed for sharing of assets and personnel.
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